
History Curriculum Topic Overview 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 How has communication changed over 

time? 
NC reference: changes within living memory 

 

 

 

How was the Police Force created? 
NC reference: the lives of significant individuals who have 

contributed to national and international achievements 
 

How has space travel changed over time? 
NC reference: the lives of significant individuals who have 

contributed to national and international achievements 
 

Who lived in castles and what were they 

used for? 
NC reference: significant historical events, people and places in 

their locality (Nottingham castle) 
 

 

Year 2  How did the Great Fire of London impact 

England? 

NC reference: events beyond living memory that are significant 

nationally or globally 
 

How has transport changed over time? 
NC reference: events beyond living memory that are significant 

nationally or globally 

 

How did Florence Nightingale impact 

nursing today? 
NC reference: the lives of significant individuals in the past who 

have contributed to national and international achievements 

 

Year 3 What was life like for the Ancient 

Egyptians? 

NC reference: the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an 

overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a 

depth study of Ancient Egypt 
 

Who were the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons 

and what did they do for us? 

NC reference: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots - 

Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names 

and village life 
 

Who were the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons 

and what did they do for us? 

NC reference: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots - 

Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names 

and village life 
 

Year 4 What factors enabled the Roman invasion 

of Britain to be successful? 
NC reference: the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

 

How is the Aztec way of life different from 

our way of life today? 
NC reference: a non-European society that provides contrasts with 

British history 

 

 

Year 5 What important changes have led to the 

birth of modern Britain? 

(Empire to WW1, WWII and Wartime Britain) 
NC reference: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that 

extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 - a 

significant turning point in British history 

 

What changes in British society followed 

the end of WWII? 

NC reference: understanding how life has changed for people in 

Britain since 1948 

How did Britain change from the Stone age 

to the Iron age? 
NC reference: late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, 

bronze age religion and hill forts 

 

Year 6 How did life improve for poor children 

during the reign of Queen Victoria? 

NC reference: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that 

extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 - changes in 

an aspect of social history 

 

How has Bulwell changed over time? *  
NC reference: a local history study  

*Covered as part of ‘Our changing world’ Geography topic 

 

How has Ancient Greek influenced the 

modern world? 

NC reference: the legacy of Greek or Roman culture (art, 

architecture or literature) 

 
 


