Cantrell Primary School
Working together for happy, successful learning

It is our aim at Cantrell to
provide a disciplined and
stimulating environment
for all children to learn and
succeed. We all believe that
staff, parents and Governors
should work together to
make children’s learning
experience happy,
successful and exciting.
Some of our Mission aims are:
• P
 rovide all our pupils with a structured
and disciplined framework - one
where success is celebrated and
challenges are set and met and where
children are encouraged to explore
opportunities creatively.
• P
 rovide innovative, creative and
challenging teaching.

Welcome to Cantrell Primary School
Foreword: Headteacher Mrs
D Weaver
I am incredibly proud to welcome you to our truly
wonderful school.

Challenge and adventure
Our school community is one which has grown
from strength to strength over the years, and I
feel honoured to have been part of our school’s
journey. Your child will thrive in our care.
Our dedicated staff and inspiring curriculum
will ensure your child’s journey will be full of
challenge and adventure.
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Curriculum of engagement

Igniting an interest in the world

Parent partnership

Get in touch

We strive to provide innovative, creative and
challenging teaching that inspires our children
to achieve their very best. We hold as equally
important the responsibility to develop our pupils
understanding of the wider world in relation
to both the environment and the diverse and
multicultural world in which we live. Our pupils
access a wide range of enrichment activities
such as our Forest School and out of school
visits to places of historical, geographical,
scientific and technological interest. Some of our
curriculum key successes are our excellent SEN
and sports provision and achieving the Arts Mark
accreditation.

Our teaching ignites within our children an
interest in the world around them, which in turn
leads to a fulfilling and imaginative life. Learning
should be fun!

A vitally important part of our school is you, the
parent! And you will see by reading the parent
and pupil stories within this prospectus, how
the partnership between parents, the children
and the school contributes to happy children
successfully integrating and thriving within our
school community. As a parent myself, with
children at this school, I know the value of a
school that welcomes and encourages parental
involvement and at our school we hold that ethos
central to our roles as Teachers.

All parents have an opportunity to visit the
teacher and talk about their child’s work and
progress early in the Autumn Term. You can
spend some time in school so that we can show
and explain to you the main lines along which the
basic learning skills are presented. If you wish
to visit at other times, a telephone call or letter
ensures availability of the Head Teacher and/or
senior staff.

Pastoral care
Whilst academic achievements are an important
part of life at our school, our pastoral care is
exceptional, ensuring all children are kept safe
and are supported both inside and outside
school.

• P
 rovide a broad and balanced
curriculum that provides variety
and equal opportunity for all pupils,
allowing individuals to develop
progressively and at their own rate.
• P
 rovide planned educational
opportunities that teach pupils about
responsible behaviour in order that
they will mature into people who will
make valuable contributions to our
diverse and multicultural world and
the environment we are to live in.
• I nvolve parents and community in
the daily life of the school to achieve
common goals through partnership.

Working together for happy, successful learning
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Rachel Barnet and Richard Bell live in Nottingham with their four children.
Caitlin is 10, Joshua 9 and twins Lily and Lucas are four years old.

For overall opportunity and education, Rachel feels she
could have chosen nowhere better than Cantrell Primary
and Nursery School for her children
A brilliant choice
Even if Cantrell Primary and Nursery school
were not so conveniently close to where
she and her family live, Rachel would in
all probability have chosen it anyway. “It
is our closest school but the teachers are
brilliant, our children are very happy there
and making good progress, and everyone
is friendly and welcoming. All in all, I really
don’t think we could have done any better.”
Wealth of opportunity

School day
Children are expected to be on the playground
ready to line up by 8.45am. The school closes at
3.30pm.

Breakfast Club
We have a Breakfast Club which runs from
7.30am-8.45am each morning. This facility
provides a really good start to the day for those
parents who have difficulty in balancing home
and work arrangements.
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Uniform

Break-time and drinks

It is our firm belief that school uniform promotes
equality and diminishes peer pressure. It also
encourages personal pride in Cantrell School and
reinforces the school as a community. Our school
colours are red and white with trousers/skirts
black or charcoal grey.

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are
provided with free fruit every day and so snacks
do not need to be provided from home. Apart
from their lunch, children are not allowed to
bring snacks into school for playtimes (other than
fruit). Children are encouraged to bring a plastic
bottle into school that can be filled and used
throughout the day. It has been proven that if
children have regular access to water during the
day they are more able to concentrate.

School meals and snacks
Your child can stay at school for either a school
meal or can bring a packed lunch from home. It
is possible for your child to have school meals
certain days of the week and packed lunch on
others. For children in the Foundation Stage,
and Years 1 and 2, the government provides free
school meals. For older children, you need to be
in receipt of certain benefits.

All nursery children receive free school milk.
Children up to age 7 can have milk at school for
a small fee of £10 per term, or free if they are
entitled to free school meals.

One aspect of the school that Rachel
particularly likes is the wealth of clubs,
sports and activities on offer and her two
eldest children certainly make the most
of them. Caitlin is particularly musical and
not only sings in the school choir but is a
member of the Area Band, in which she plays
the Baritone Horn. Joshua is planning to take
up the instrument next year. “The horn is
almost as big as Caitlin! But she has done so
well with it and she plays in events all round
the area, representing the school,” Rachel
says. “When I was at school, about the only
option was the recorder and for Cantrell to
offer such a different option, and at no cost
to parents, is fantastic. We wouldn’t have
even thought about a brass instrument if it
wasn’t for the school and it’s a real bonus
that Caitlin has had the chance to try it.”
So much to do, so little time!
The school choir also plays a big part in
the children’s lives, and performs in venues
such as Sheffield Arena and the Albert Hall
Conference Centre in Nottingham. Variously,
Caitlin and Joshua additionally attend the
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Film and Photography Club, Guitar Club and
virtually anything else going. “I don’t think
there is one free afternoon in the week,”
Rachel says. “It involves a lot of running
around but I wouldn’t have it any other way.
I love the fact that there is so much for them
to take part in and that they are so happy
to make the most of it. The children have
discovered talents and interests they didn’t
know they had; these are opportunities they
might not otherwise have had, or would be
prohibitively expensive, and may well stand
them in good stead in the future.”
Specialist support
Academically, both the girls are, believes
Rachel, absolutely flying, with Caitlin
consistently achieving excellent grades
and little Lily already enjoying her lessons.
Lucas is also doing well, although with a
boys’ not untypical occasional reluctance to
knuckle down! Though Joshua has had a few
problems, Rachel has few concerns as to his
future achievement because of the support
Cantrell has provided. “We had noticed that
Joshua was struggling a little with his work
but didn’t think too much of it until his Year
4 teacher flagged up the possibility that he
might be dyslexic. Since then, we have had
meetings with the school’s SENDCO who
has arranged for Joshua to be assessed by
a specialist to find out the extent of his
condition. In the meantime, Joshua has been
given interim help such as the use of yellow
paper and overlays which are proven to
make it easier to read from a printed page.
His teacher also uses flashcards which, again,
have helped a great deal.”
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Paula Denham and John Smith live in Bestwood Village and have a son, Jamie.
Jamie is nearly ten years old and is a pupil at Cantrell Primary School.

Curriculum: creative and rewarding
Effective learning

Early Years

Key Stages 1-2

Sport

Our first objective is to ensure that your child will
be happy in coming to school in order to learn
effectively. The teachers assess your child’s needs
and match work to their stage of development.
The curriculum is divided into three stages:

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is
based on seven areas of learning:

Areas of the curriculum are:

We aim for children to have two hours of
physical activities as a weekly minimum. Through
physical education they can perform confidently
in a range of physical activities. These include
dance, games, gymnastics, swimming and water
safety, athletics and outdoor adventure activities.
Children are also encouraged to take part in
team sports as part of the curriculum. All children
experience netball, rounders, cricket, football etc.

1. Early Years Foundation Stage: from ages 3-5
2. Key Stage 1: from ages 5-7
3. Key Stage 2: from ages 7-11
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Communication and Language
Physical Development
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mathematics
Literacy
Science
Computing
Design & Technology
History
Geography
Art
Music
Physical Education
Religious Education
Health
Citizenship
Spanish
Personal and Social Education

Specialist Sports Teacher
We used Government Sports funding to introduce
a Specialist Sports Teacher who modifies lesson
planning to allow all children, including those
with SEN, to access all aspects of the National
Curriculum. We have also developed cross-curricular
links e.g. dance/sports from other countries and
cultures, science and health education.

Physical disability is no barrier to education and
opportunity at Cantrell Primary and Nursery School
No compromise on care

Safety first

Finding the best school for your child is a big
responsibility in any circumstances but for
Paula, making the right choice was even more
important. Jamie suffers from cerebral palsy
and his mobility, motor skills and speech are
affected to a significant degree; whilst he is
able to walk short distances his balance and
co-ordination are compromised, making falls
a constant risk, and he sometimes struggles
to hold a pen for any length of time.

A busy playground is a real safety risk for
Jamie but he doesn’t have to miss out on
socialising with his friends at break-time
as he can use the small and quieter yard
instead; nevertheless, a member of staff is
always on hand to keep an eye on him in case
of a fall. He even gets to play football under
supervision, something he thoroughly enjoys.
“Jamie is always willing to give things a go
and it would be such a shame if he wasn’t
given the chance at least to try. At Cantrell
he has the opportunity to do most of things
his friends do, and he even went on a two
day camping trip which he absolutely loved.
Obviously, I was a bit concerned but because
I fully trust his teachers I was happy for
him to go, and I’m so glad I did. I think the
experience made him more confident in his
abilities and that can only be a good thing.”

“Jamie’s condition is classed as moderate but
it impacts on his life in many ways,” explains
Paula. “Most of us don’t need to think about
the way we are sitting, putting a coat on or
making ourselves understood but for Jamie,
these are things he has to concentrate on
very hard, and often needs help with. What
I like about Cantrell Primary is that I can
trust the teachers to look after him without
mollycoddling him and that they make every
effort to help him participate as fully as
possible in school life.”
Going the extra mile
In the classroom, Jamie has one-to-one help
when necessary from a Teaching Assistant,
who also provides occasional physiotherapy,
and he has access to a computer when writing
gets difficult or too tiring. His teacher has
also devised a simple method of keeping his
workbook in place with BluTac when he finds
it difficult to hold it steady. “The staff go out
of their way to make sure Jamie’s work doesn’t
suffer and in fact he is absolutely on par with
where he should be,” Paula says. “They make
allowances for him when he gets physically
tired, as he often does, but they make sure he
doesn’t fall behind academically.”
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Focus on support
Unfortunately, as Jamie gets older some
aspects of his condition are starting to
affect him to a greater degree and for that
reason, the school is supporting Paula in
obtaining an Educational Health & Care plan
(EHCP) so Jamie can get any additional help
he needs. “I am quite a focussed person
anyway but it’s really good to have someone
else fighting our corner,” she says. “Cantrell
staff have been brilliant in helping to put the
EHCP in place; they always listen to me and
take my ideas fully on board so I feel they
are just as keen as I am to make sure Jamie
will be properly and effectively supported in
the future.”
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Ann-Marie Watson and her partner, Dwain Dyce, live in Nottingham with their
son Dante, 11, and daughter Dejanique, who is six.

Gifted and talented children need as much support as
any other, and they receive just that at Cantrell Primary
and Nursery School
Nurturing talent

A new passion in life

The adage that if a child is bright it will do
well in any school may or may not be true,
but Ann-Marie is certain that it is partly
because of the approach that Cantrell
Primary and Nursery School takes to
education that Dante is achieving as well
as he is. Describing him as an all-rounder,
Ann-Marie is impressed by how effectively
Dante’s teachers have nurtured his natural
talents and interests. “We didn’t know much
about the local schools when we started
applying for places for Dante as we were
new to the area so we took Cantrell on trust
and in the hope it would work out well. We
have no complaints; I don’t believe anywhere
else could have done better for him.”

Whilst he enjoys his classroom lessons,
Dante is especially passionate about music
and since he joined Cantrell has discovered
a further talent, playing both the baritone
horn and tuba in the school’s Area Band.
He is also a member of the school choir.
“Whether or not he would have expressed
an interest in learning an instrument if he
hadn’t been offered the chance at Cantrell I
don’t know,” says Ann-Marie. “Nevertheless,
he has taken to it very successfully and it
may even be the basis for a future career
– he likes the idea of becoming a music
teacher himself! It’s great that he has not
only found a new interest but that he is
supported and encouraged in it so well by
the school.”

Rising to the challenge

Enriched curriculum: trips and visits
Exciting day trips

Residential trips and visitors

Forest School

To further enrich our curriculum, all children are
offered a range of visits which are connected with
work in the classroom. We make visits locally and
further afield and invite visitors into school from
the wider community. Parents are encouraged
to accompany us on these trips and all children
should take part in them. Previous trips have
included:

Older children have the opportunity to go
on residential trips during the school year to
Anglesey and Hathersage. These experiences
can help to develop qualities of self-reliance and
tolerance of others. Children learn independence
and develop confidence. Additionally, we arrange
visits to the school by theatre groups and those
with professional expertise such as singers,
artists and musicians etc.

We have a fantastic Forest School, which offers
all children regular opportunities to achieve and
develop confidence and self-esteem through
hands-on learning experiences in our outdoor
setting. Experiences such as: building dens
and shelters; climbing trees; collecting natural
resources for pictures or telling stories; children
have fun and get messy!

•
•
•
•
•

Warwick Castle
Lunt Roman Fort
Skegness
Sea Life Centre
Newark Air Museum
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It was Dante himself who suggested that
he felt able to take on more challenging
work and when Ann-Marie put this to his
teacher, she was reassured by the reaction.
“His teacher agreed that he was capable of
more and arranged to have him assessed.
Following that assessment, Dante was
offered higher-level work and he has
responded very well. I don’t believe in
pushing children too hard but equally, if the
work is too easy they are likely to become
bored and that could have a very negative
impact. In Dante’s case, the school was
prepared to make sure he was given tasks
which would challenge him according to his
own capabilities, and that approach has paid
off.”

Working together for happy, successful learning

Communication is key
Other than the fact that both Dante and
Dejanique are very happy at school, with a
good circle of friends around them, perhaps
the most important thing to Ann-Marie is
the approachability of the teachers. “I need
to know that I can talk to the staff about
anything that might affect my children and
that any issues will be addressed. That has
always been the case at Cantrell and it is
clear that the parent/teacher relationship is
strong throughout the school. To be listened
to as a parent is vital, and that two-way
interaction makes a big difference. I am so
glad we took a chance on Cantrell Primary
School because it has given my children
chances of their own.”
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Inclusion: a curriculum for all
Special Educational Needs

Monitored

Access

Gifted and talented children

Cantrell values the abilities and achievements
of all of its pupils and is committed to providing
each pupil the best possible environment for
learning. We recognise and embrace that good
quality teaching for all is vital to unlocking their
potential. The Special Educational Needs (SEN)
policy of our school outlines the procedures
for early identification, continual assessment,
appropriate provision, record keeping and
the involvement of outside agencies. In the
implementation of the policy resources are
allocated to pupils after identifying need and
determining priorities.

When a special need is identified, the child’s
name is placed on the Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities Register and the parents are
contacted. This ensures progress is monitored
closely. SEN Support means that the child has an
Individual Provision Map (IPM) which sets targets
matched to individual needs. This is drawn up in
conjunction with the child and parent. Additional
support may be accessed. We ensure that all
children at Cantrell Primary School receive equal
access to the curriculum.

Several modifications have been made to the
building to cater for children with physical
disabilities. There are disabled toilets and hand
rails along the corridors.

We recognise that all children are
individuals with their own specific needs,
gifts and talents. Children who are
identified as being exceptionally able or
talented, are monitored and provided
with stimulating and enriching lessons
appropriate to their needs.
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Clubs
The following are some of the voluntary activities
which we run at varying times during the year:
• Cricket.
• Guitar club.
• Football Under 10/11.
• High ability maths.
• Dance.
• Choir.
• Journalism.
• Cycling proficiency.
• Sports Multi Skills.
• Art.
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Music
We believe that music is a powerful, unique
form of communication that can change the
way pupils feel, think and act. It enables
personal expression, reflection and emotional
development.
Choir
Cantrell Primary School has a School Choir
which supports school assemblies, concerts,
special occasions and the Bulwell Music Festival.
The children enjoy a regular singing session
where hymns, carols, traditional and new songs
are learnt and enjoyed by all. Music makes a
powerful contribution to the quality of life within
the school community and beyond

Working together for happy, successful learning
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Admissions

Getting involved

Admission to Nursery

Admission into Reception

Admission into other year groups

Parent Teacher Association (PTA)

Voluntary helpers

Governorship

Our Nursery is a 40 place part-time (am/pm)
unit, which is primarily for children from Cantrell’s
catchment area. Governors may consider
applications for unfilled places. Children are
admitted from our waiting list – first by date of
birth; within the term dates; in catchment then
out of catchment.

The LA Admissions Department has sole
responsibility for dealing with admissions
requests to the main school. To contact them for
further information they are at:

Some children join Cantrell from other settings
and at various other times. Parents who have
received an offer of a place at Cantrell are invited
with their children to look around school and
meet their new teacher. When they start they will
initially have a ‘buddy’ to support them. You may
ask any questions regarding the school and we
will do our best to make sure you and your child
feel welcome.

We have an active and independent PTA which
always welcomes new members. It is involved
with a variety of fund raising and social events,
as well as working to support the school’s
curricular objectives. We invite all parents to join
the PTA and if you are interested please come
into school and talk to a member of the office
team.

We encourage parents as class helpers and value
the additional skills which they offer. We always
require additional help with swimming and class
visits which can be arranged through the class
teacher.

We have a full and active Governing Body,
which includes parent governors as well as
representatives from staff, the local authority
and the local community. The governing body
has a range of duties and powers and a general
responsibility for the conduct of the school with a
view to promoting high standards of educational
achievement including setting targets for pupil
achievement, managing the school’s finances,
making sure the curriculum is balanced and
broadly based, appointing staff and reviewing
staff performance and pay.

Nursery sessions –introductory visits
The Nursery Teacher will arrange dates with
you for when your child can visit the Nursery
for the first time. Parents are always welcome
in the Nursery. Children quickly settle into the
environment and can soon be left on their own
but your help is always valued in our partnership.
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School Admissions Team
Pupil and School Services
Loxley House
Station Street
Nottingham
NG2 3NG
Tel: 0115 8415568
Web: www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/
schooladmissions

Applications
Please ask about applications at the school office.
Entry to Reception will need to be made directly
to Nottingham City Council.

Literacy Volunteers
Literacy Volunteers is a partnership initiative with
Nottingham City LA, whereby parents volunteer
to help children with their reading in school.
It is designed for children who get little, or no
support, from home.

Vacancies for Parent Governors are advertised as
they arise.

Working together for happy, successful learning
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Cantrell Primary School
Cantrell Road
Bulwell
Nottingham
NG6 9HJ
Tel: 0115 9155770
Fax: 0115 9155771

General Enquiries:
Heather James, Office Manager
E-Mail: admin@cantrell.nottingham.sch.uk
Website: www.cantrell.nottingham.sch.uk

